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Abstract: This paper reviewed five policies and laws, which include the Protection and Conservation of Fish Act, 1950; The Marine Fisheries 

Ordinance, 1983; The Protection and Conservation of Fish Rules, 1985; National Fisheries Policy, 1998; and Coastal Zone Policy, 2005. Some 

sections of the policies and laws are seen to be damaging the fishing resources. It is high time for the Department of Fisheries (DoF), People's 

Republic of Bangladesh to review these fishery policies and laws as per stakeholders' recommendations. 
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Bangladesh is one of the countries in Southern part of 

Asian continent, which is about 147,570 sq. kilometres. The 

beautiful country is reticulated by its vast rivers, which 

branched with their tributaries and distributaries, proving that 

Bangladesh has the world's biggest deltaic zone. Rural areas 

in Bangladesh turn out to be a giant reservoir of freshwater for 

nearly every year during monsoon season. The banks 

alongside the expanse of saline water within the Bay of 

Bengal give a golden opportunity for an enormous and 

extensive fisheries sector. Bangladesh integrates 710 

kilometres associated an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 

There are stunningly different views of the coastal areas on 

the boundary line. The traditional read is that the land that's 

flooded by the high and low tides is termed the coastal belt 

(Islam et al 2019). Coastal zones are the areas where the 

land and ocean meet. There are three indicators for the 

determinative the landwards; influence of current waters, 

salinity intrusion and cyclones/storm surges. These 

phenomena have directly or indirectly affected a total of 19 

districts of the country. In order to control the effects, these 

districts are cooperating with all sub-district/police station. 

The traditional fisheries involving fishing households (as 

opposed to commercial companies), use relatively small 

amount of capital and energy, relatively small fishing vessels 

(if any), making short fishing trips close to shore for local 

consumption. In practice, definition varies between countries, 

e.g. from gleaning or a one-man canoe in poor developing 

countries, to more than 20-m. trawlers, seiners, or long-liners 

in developed ones. Artisanal fisheries can be subsistence or 

commercial fisheries, providing for local consumption or 

export. They are sometimes referred to as small-scale 

fisheries. 

Small-scale fisheries or commonly known as artisanal 

fisheries are not the main living supply for countryside 

fishers. However, it is considered to be their lifestyle to fish as 

it is traditionally practiced from the dynamics of the social and 

natural setting. For obvious reasons, wherever labour 

suppleness during a densely-populated society in 

Bangladesh who is not congested by law, culture, political 

and other factors, and subordinate society in the country is 

only limited to enter open access fisheries and they have to 

make sure that their incomes from similar economies are not 

reaching above other fishermen (Deb 2009). The coastal 

fisher folk communities do not have their own institutional 

platform are able to secure their rights and basic human 

needs. Lives and livelihoods of fishing communities greatly 

depend upon production trends, shock and seasonality over 

that they need restricted or no management. 

Considering the range and quality of interacting drivers 

that have an effect on fisher communities' living and 

impoverishment, the four-dimensional aspects of their 

economic condition, and therefore the distinctive setting of 

each community. It is impractical to assume that a one size 

fits in all policies, which might be simply applied across totally 

different contexts (Macfadyen and Corcoran 2002, Allison et 

al 2011). However, Bangladesh features a comprehensive 

set of policy instruments, laws, and fishery management 

approaches for protection and facilitation the development of 

fishing communities. Sadly, despite the fact that they have 

been within the fisheries sector for generations, they lack the 

voice once it involves policies and laws. Moreover, they are 

not knowledgably concerning clauses of the fisheries law 

though they are penalized beneath these laws (Rashid 

2019). The main objective of this paper is to review relevant 

policies and laws of fisheries sectors in Bangladesh. An 

endeavour was taken to in brief articulate main options of 


